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Product:
Print (Magazines) — Front cover of Tatler April 2017
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This is a Targeted Close Study Product for which you will need to focus on the following areas of
the Thearetical Framework:

Media Language

Media Representations

Selection Criteria

Tatler is an upmarket lifestyle/consumer magazine which offers some clear contrasts with Reveal.
Itis aimed at a very specific audience and is probably not a product normally engaged with by the
majority of students. The product raises issues of perceived quality and offers plenty of
opportunities for analysis and interpretation.

What do | need to study? Key Questions and Issues
This product relates to the theoretical framework by providing a focus for the study of:

* Media Language. You will need to practise and develop skills of semiotic analysis in order
to understand the ways in which meanings are created by elements of this cover such as
design and layout, typography, use of colour and language. The choice of elements and
the relationships between them (including juxtapositions) should also be considered. How
do the elements conform to or reject the conventions of the magazine cover genre? How is
media language used to target and address a specific audience? How are narrative
devices used to tempt prospective buyers to delve further into the magazine.

¢ Media Representations. How have the producers of Tatler chosen to represent the
people, issues and ideas they have selected? You should discuss the reasons for using
stereotypes and the under-representation or misrepresentation of social groups or
individuals here. How do audiences interpret the representations on the cover of Tatler and
how are these interpretations influenced by the identity of the reader?

» Social and Cultural Contexts. By contrasting this cover with the cover of Reveal you
should be able to reflect on the relationship between magazines and the contexts of their
production. What issues does Tafler prefer to deal with? What are the values and beliefs
implied by the choice and the presentation of contents that is illustrated by the front cover?
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Product:
Print (Magazines) — Front cover of Reveal 18 March 2017
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This is a Targeted Close Study Product for which you will need to focus on the following areas of
the Theoretical Framework:

Media Language

Media Representations

Selection Criteria
Reveal is a lifestyle/celebrity magazine which offers some clear contrasts with Tatfer. It is aimed at
a very specific audience and is probably not a product normally engaged with by the majority of

students. The product raises issues of perceived quality and offers plenty of opportunities for
analysis and interpretation.

What do | need o study? Key Questions and Issues
This product relates to the theoretical framework by providing a focus for the study of:

* Media Language. You will need to practise and develop skills of semiotic analysis in order
to understand the ways in which meanings are created by elements of this cover such as
design and layout, typography, use of colour and language. The choice of elements and
the relationships between them (including juxtapositions) should also be considered. How
do the elements conform to or reject the conventions of the magazine cover genre? How is
media language used to target and address a specific audience? How are narrative
devices used to tempt prospective buyers to delve further into the magazine.

* Media Representations. How have the producers of Reveal chosen to represent the
people, issues and ideas they have selected? You should discuss the reasons for using
stereotypes and the under-representation or misrepresentation of social groups or
individuals here. How do audiences interpret the representations on the cover of Reveal
and how are these interpretations influenced by the identity of the reader?

* Social and Cultural Contexts. By contrasting this cover with the cover of Tatler you
should be able to reflect on the relationship between magazines and the contexts of their
production. What issues does Reveal prefer to deal with? What are the values and beliefs
implied by the choice and the presentation of contents that is illustrated by the front cover?




MAGAZINES

Practice questions
Shorter, knowledge based questions (2 Marks each)

Explain what is meant by:
s Masthead
e Coverlines
» Typography
e {entral image
* Mode of address

Longer analysis questions {8-12 marks)

¢ Whatis the demographic audience of Tatler/Reveal ?
¢ How do the elements on the cover of Tatler or Reveal conform to or reject the
conventions of a magazine?

* How is media language used to target and address and target the audience? Refer to
Tatler or Reveal,

One 20 mark question per focus question (media lang/representations)

* How have the producers of Tatler/Reveal chosen to represent the people on the
cover?

¢ How are narrative devices used to tempt prospective buyers to delve further into the
magazine?

¢ How do audiences interpret the representation on the cover of Tatler/Reveal and
how are theses interpretations influenced by the reader?

* What are the values and beliefs implied by the choice and the presentation of
contents that is illustrated on the cover?




