
Introduction to Superpowers 

Key term: A superpower is a nation with the ability to project its influence anywhere in the world and 
be a dominant global force.  

1. Who are the world superpowers? 
a) Using the data below, List the top 5 countries by: GDP, Population and Area 
b) How frequently do the USA, UK and China appear? What are their strengths and weaknesses? 

       

2. Read the extract from the Prisoner’s of Geography on page 2 
a)  Underline the countries mentioned and highlight the factors which influence a country’s 

power 
b) Explain how one physical factor can influence a country’s power in detail with reference to 

examples 
 

3. Pillars of power 
There are five key areas of power that determine the relative superpower status of different 
countries and enable them to become a superpower. Annotate with examples. 
 
Evaluate which pillar of power you think is the most important in becoming a superpower. Can 
you include any examples? 

 

4. Watch the TedEd interview with Tim Marshall on Prisoner’s of Geography and complete 
the questions:  
https://ed.ted.com/on/OB4G7MVF 

https://ed.ted.com/on/OB4G7MVF


Prisoner’s of Geography by Tim Marshall 

 

 


