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1 Present tense: ey
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The present tense is used 1o talk about:

@ events that are happening now, e.g. | am watching
the film.

& evenis that happen on a regular basis, e.g. We go to
the park on Fridays.

& people’s likes and dislikes, e.g. They like to go out.

1 Belowisalist of common regulatr verbs. Match the French
infinitives with their English equivalent. Remember, the
infinitive is the form of the verb you find in the dictionary
and means ‘to do something’, e.g. manger = to eat. French
infinitives end in -er, -ir, or -re.

a jouer ... k aider ... ... . ...
b regarder................ I répondre................ .
C arriver...................... m choisir.....................
d préparer...................... n entendre.....................
e descendre.................... O EcOoUter.......................
f téléphoner................... p attendre.................
g aimer....................... q quitter.......................
h détester....................... r décider.......................
T orendre......... s parler........................
jofiniv. oo t retourner...................
to decide to reply to prepare  tc go down
to play to watch to listen (to) to hate
to return to speak to hear to help
tc give back to leave to like to choose

to finish to arrive to telephone 1o wait
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In the present tense regular verbs have the endings
shown in the table below.

-er verbs. -ir verbs -re verbs

jouer choisir vendre
ie joue choisis vends
u joues cholsis vends
ilfelle/on | joue choisit vend
nous jouons choisissons | vendons
vous jouez choisissez vendez
ils/elles | jouent choisissent vendent

Use the verb table to put the correct endings on the
following verbs and give the meaning in English.

e.g. Nous aimons. — We like.

Jerépond ............ e k Onquitt. ...
Tu‘au'end .................... I Ellesfin . ...
Hareiv...... ... m Haid........................
Nous décid. ................ n Elleparl.... ... ...
Ellevegard.................. o Vous téléphon. ............
Vous retourn................ p Jedétest ...
Osaid.. ... ... q Tuprépar........... e
Hsentend................... r On écout....................
Vous chois.................. s Ellerend....... UUTPPRI
Jedescend ............ .. t Usfin.......................

o
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Some -er verbs differ from the pattern described above:
@ Verbs ending in ~cer change the ¢ 1o ¢ where the ¢
is followed by -c or ~a, to make the pronunciation

soft, e.g. lancer {to throw):

je fance, tu lances, iifelle/on lance
nous langons, vous lancez, ils felles lancent

Other such verbs include commencer (io start),
avancer (to advance), menacer (ta threaten} and
remplacer {to replace).

® Verbs ending in -ger add an e before -ons in the
nous form to make the pronunciation soft, e.g.
nager {to swim;:

je nage, tu nages, ilfellefon nage
nots hageons, vous nagez, ilsiefles nagent

Other such verbs inciude voyager (to travel), loger
(to lodge), manger (to eat), parfager (to share) and
ranger (to tidy}, '

s Verbs ending in -eler double the I in the je, tu, il
elfle/on, ilsfelies forms, e.g. s'appeler (to be called):

je m’appelle, tu Pappelles, iifelle/on s’appelle

nous nous appelons, vous vous appelez, iis/elles
s'appelfent

Other such verbs include rappeler (to recall) and
renouveler {to renew).

@ In a small group of verbs the acute accentinthe
infinitive changes to a grave accent in the je, tu, it/ /
eflefon, ils/elles forms, e.g. espérer (to hope}:

jespére, tu espéres, ilfelle/on espére
fious esperons, vous espeérez, ilslelles espérent

Other such verbs include répéter (io repeat) and
préférer (to prefer).

& In verbs ending in -yer the y changes to an i in the
je, tu, ilfeltelon, ils/elles forms: e.g. payer {i0 pay):
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je pale, tu paies, ilfelle/on paie
nous payons, vous payez, ils/elles paient

Other such verbs include appuyer (to lean), envoyar
{to send), employer (to use}, essayer {to try} and
nettoyer (to clean).

@& Some verbs add a grave accent in the je, tu, ilfelle/
on, ifs/elles forms, e.g. achefer (to buy):

j'achéte, tu achétes, ilfelle/on achéte
nous achetons, vous achetez, ifs/elles achétent

Other such verbs include geler (to freeze), se lever
(to get up), peser {to weigh) and promener (to
walk).

@ Somae -ir verbs use the -er verb endings in the
present tense, e.g. offrir (to offer):;

jloffre, tu offres, ilfelie/on offre
nous offrons, vous offrez, ils/elles offrent

Others such verbs include cuvrir (to open), couvrir
(to cover) and souffrir (to suffer).

Rewrite the following sentences with the correct form of
the verb in the present tense.

e.g. Nous (ranger) la salle de classe. —
Nous rangeons la salle de classe.

Nous (iager) dans la mer.

T @ -py
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Nous (manger) 4 la cantine.

GRAMNMAR
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Present tense: irregular verbs 228

Below are some frequently used irregular verbs. Write
down their meaning in English {e.g. savoir = (0 knaw).
Use the verb list at the back for those you do not know.

sortir............. . Jolre
TECEVORE. ..................... k wvoir.........................
AVOIT. ... U ovivee...........o
BtIe. ... m prendre......................
aller ... N pouvoir..............ccoei.
devoir,....................... O savolr.. ...
vouloir.................... p dire................... ...
boire. ... o écrite...................
mettre ........................

Use the verb tables at the back to work out how to say the
following:

e.g. She reads (Jire) — Elle lit.

Wewrite (orire) ...
She drinks (boire)..............
They say (dire) ...

Flive (Mivre). ..o
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We (On) leave (partiv) ...
You (s) see (voir) ... TSP
He puts (Mettre) ...
They (f) know (connaitre) . ... ...
They (m) make (faire)..................
You (pl) have (avoir) .................. PP
[ receive (recevoir). .. ...
She wants (voulofr) ...
Isay {dire).............coooc TP TUPRS
Weread (Jire) ...
You (8) go out (Sortir}..........o
They (m) want (Boudoir) ..o .
You (plygo (aller) ...
Tread (Hre)........ooooir

She knows (savoir)

We make (faire). ...
GRAMMAR
SECTION
Negative ne...pas 226

To make a sentence negative in the present tense, i.e.
to say what you do not do or what you are not doing,
use ne...pas. Ne goss in front of the verb; pas goes
after {e.g. Je regarde le film = | am watching the film.
Ja ne regarde pas le fifm = | am not watching the
film). Ne shortens to n’ before a vowel or a silent h
(e.g. Il n"aime pas le tennis = He does not like tennis.
If n’habite pas ici = He does not live here).

Unjumble the following sentences.

e.g. ne pas je fais sciences les. — Je ne fais pas les sciences.

prenons pas nous le ne petit déjeuner.

ne tard on pas trés rentre,

GRAMMAR
SECTION

STUDENT
BOOK
Depuis and present tense 233

Depuis (for/since) can be used with the present tense
to express how long something has been going on
and implies that the action is still going on. French
uses the present tense where the perfect tense is
used in English:

Nous apprenons le francais depuis 5 ans.
We have been learning French for 5 years.
J'habite ici depuis le mois de mai.

| have been living here since May.

Unjumble the following sentences then write the
meaning of each sentence in English,

e.g. chorale dans tu deux chantes la depuis mois —
Tu chantes dans la chorale depuis deux mois.
You have been singing in the choir for two months.

le ils apprennent francais an un depulis.
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g porte on uniforme un le gris depuis sept mars.

8 On a separate sheet of papey, transfate into French.
We have been living here since the end of May. We like living
here because everything is quiet. My mother has been
working at the school for 2 months and my father has been
preparing the meals In the canteen since our arrival, My
sister has been living in the town for a month because she
prefers to five with her friends. | have been learning English
for 2 years and | am going to visit England In September.
We like To travel but we are golng t.o stay here because b is

very pretly.
T e
i Question words LB 225
Qui? Who?
Que, Qu’est-ce que? What?
Quand? When?

A quelle heure? At what time?

Qu? Where?

Combien? How much, how many?
Pourquoi? Why?

Combien de temps? How long?

Comment? How?

9 Choose an appropriate question word to start each
question and give the meaning in English. There may be
more than one possible answer.

e.g. ........£8t-ce que vous partez? —
Quand est-ce que vous partez? When do you leave?

Or A quelle heure est-ce que vous partez? At what time do
you leave?

Or Pourquoi est-ce que vous partez? Why are you leaving?

Or Comment est-ce que vous partez! How are you leaving?
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B habites-tu?
o et ton prof e
e o weme i
G v colliger Apiedt
o passestuauclubdesport Une heure
. escequetsaslessences
o o ecoqueles courscommencent
b esttoncolig
C e pofeseuss esce il y a ol
e e que tuvas an colitger
o mangesak cantine
o ontiesprofs dans on collge
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To change a statement into a guestion you can:

@ Make your voice go up at the end of the sentence,

! eg.Tuaimesles mathsT? :

& Use inversion: swap the subject and the verb and
: insert a hyphen, e.g. Aimes-tu les maths?

! @ Put ‘Est-ce que... at the beginning of the sentence,
e.g. Est-ce que tu aimes les maths? :

! Note:in inversion an extra t is added between two

i vowels. This makes the pronunciation easier, e.g. A-t- i
i elle des soeurs? Does she have sisters? :

10 Make these statements into questions by using inversion
or est-ce que. Remember to use the extra £ if necessary.

a Tu as des freres,
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Ne te leve pas = Don't get up.
Ne vous couchez pas = Don't go to bed.

Ne nous levons pas = Let's not get up.

On a separate sheet of paper, for each verb below, give
the tu, vous and nous forms of the imperative and also
the negative forms.

e.g. se coucher — couche-toi, couchez-vous, couchons-
nous, ne te couche pas, ne vous couchez pas, ne nous

couchons pas
se lever d se doucher
se maduiller e samuser

se laver

Perfect tense: regular s IR
verbs <7l 229

The perfect tense is used to talk about things that
happened or have happened in the past, e.g. Yesterday
| visited the museum. She has gone to Paris.

The perfect tense of all verbs is formed with two paris,
Most verbs use a part of avoir in the present tense
{called the auxiliary verb) and a past participle. To form
the past participle of regular verbs, remove the final
-er, -ir or -re from the infinitive and add the following
endings: -& for an -er verb, -f for an -ir verb and -u for
an ~re verb. The present tense of avoir is j'ai, tu as,
ilfellefon a, nous avons, vous avez, ilis/elles ont.

Complete the following sentences with the correct part
of avoir and the past participle of the regular verb given
in brackets.

eg ... (jouer) au tennis avec ses amis, —
Il a joué au tennis avec ses amis.

Lannée derniére, nous .................cocc o (visiter)
le musée du Prado.

Pendant les vacances, t0 ... (regarder)
beaucoup de films.

Hiersolr, o1 ..o
vers 7 heures.

cvvvv. . (finir) le diner

Vendredi dernier, ... {attendre)
mes amis pendant une heure.

Pendant votre séjour, vous ............... (mider) vos parents.

La semaine derniére, il .................... (répondre)
a toutes les questions.

Marie-France ..................... {choisir) un trés bon gateau.

Les arcons ... (oublier) leurs devoirs.
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Lucieet Julie ............................. (fouer) deux vélos
pendant les vacances,

Mol i’ ... .. ... (entendre) ce disque hier

Write the verbs a-j (above) in the negative form.

e.g. Illajoué... — Il n'a pas joué...

Perfect tense: irregular  EEEE o
past participles 33 QXL

Some verbs do not form the past participle in the
regular way, e.g. vu is the past participte of voir.
Use the verb tables at the back to find irregular past
participles.

Complete the sentences with the correct part of avoir
and the past participle.

Hier, NOUS ...oooi e {voir} la tour
Eiffel.

Marc et Christophe ......................... (prendre) trop de
photos de nous.

Christine .............oocoee (mettre) sa jolie robe,
Henrm ..o (faire) son travail.
Il y aune semaine, tU...................... (écrire) une lettre.
Moid, §' (avoir) une bonne surprise,
Pendant la visite, VOUS ...........oooviinnenn. {étre) décu?
Elles ..., {courir) jusqu'a la.gare.
On.........coo (boire) de 'eau pendant la traversée.
TP VSTPRPI (découvrir) lasolution,

Write sentences a-j in the negative.

e.g. Hier, nous avons vi... — Hier, nous n'avons pas vit...
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Some verbs use éfre instead of avoir toc form the
perfect tense. The most common are:

@ aller (to go)

a arriver (to arrive)

@ descendre (to go
down/come down)

& entrer (o go in}

@ monter (o go/come up)

& mourir (to die)

@ naftre (to be born)

@ partir (to leave)

& rester (to stay)

@ retourner (io return)

& sortir (to go out, to
come out)

@ fomber (to fall)

@ venir (to come)

The present tense of &tre is je suis, tu es, ilfelielon est,
nous semmes, vous étes, iis/elles sont.

The past participle of a verb used with éfre must

agree with tha subject, as follows:

@ for masculine singular, add nothing to the past
participle

@ for feminine singular, add -e

@ for masculine plural, add -s

2 for feminine plural, add ~es
je suis parti {m s} je suis partie {f s)
tu es parti (m s} tu es partie (f s}
il est parti (m s) efle est partie (I s)

nous sommes parties
(fpl)

vous étes parties (f pl)*

rous sommes partis (m pl)

vous &tes partis {m pl}
ils sont partis (m pl) elles sont parties {f pl)

* Vous étes parti and vous éfes partie are also
possible if talking about one perscn.

Complete the sentences with the correct part of étre and
the past participle.

eg Louise ... (aller} en France. —
Louise est allée en France.

HDyaunan, je(m) ... (arriver)
en Prance pour commencer mon stage,

En aolit, Pierre ..................oo (aller) en Ecosse.
Hier, tu (f) ...coien, (retourner) dans ta ville.

Le weelt-end dernier, les garcons .................... (partir)
de la maison vers 8 heures.
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Ilyaunmois,on(mpl) ............ . ..
au sommet de la tour Eiffel,

Vous (fpl) ... ...

{monter)

... (rester) avec Pierre?

Angélique . ... {tomber) de l'arbre en jouant
avec ses cousins.

Le mois dernier, nous (mpl) ......... . ... . {sortir)
avec des amis.
Elles .................... e (venir) avec nous.
Moi, je (£) ..o (descendre) a Rouen.
Write the verbs a-j in the negative,
e.g. Louise n'est pas allée en Vrance,
Perfect tense: reflexive sz R
verbs 34 4y
Reflexive verbs also use &tre to form the perfect
tense:
Je me suis levé(e) Nous nous sommes
levé(e)s
Tu t'es levé(s) Vous vous étes levé(e)(s)
Vellefon s'est levé(el(s)fes)  lis/elles se sont levé(e)s
The negative ne...pas is placed thus:
Je he me suis pas levé(e)
Rewrite these sentences in the perfect tense.

e.g. Plerre se lave & 7 heures. —
Pierre s'est lavé 4 7 heures.

Anne-Marie se réveille a 8 heures,
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Elles se maquillent avant de partir.

Write sentences a—j in the negative.

e.g. Pierre ne s’est pas lavé 4 7 heures,

Perfect tense: avoir and suoenr BEURTE
étre verbs I 229

When writing verbs in the perfect tense, think about
the following:

o Does the verb take avoir or étre?
@ Does the verb have an irregutar past participle?
= Do you need to make an agreement?

Write the following verbs in the perfect tense.
e.g. Louise (danser) = Louise a dansé.
Pierre (recevoir) = Pierre a requ,
Les garcons (arriver) = Les garcons sont arrivés.

Claire (se lever) = Claire s'est levée,
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Je (B) (partiv).................... e

Flélene (se réveiller) ...
Les garcons (boire) ... PP PPN PUP PP
Tu (firdr)..
Jean-Luc (entendre) ... R
Vous (fph) (selaver) ... .
Nous (m} {partiry. ...
On (regarder) ..
Flles (aller) ...
Je (f) {se coucher) ...

s (monter)............... B PP -
Tu (fatre). ... ...
Martin (Soreir)......oo
On {courir) .................... B P VTP
11 (sasseoir}........... R PR .
Te (Wisiter). ...
Elle (Ueniry ..o e
Nous (f) (se maguiller} ... TR TURTR T

VOus {(Auoir) ...

Les filles (se dépécher). ...

Complete the passage below by writing the correct
form of the verl given in brackets in the perfect tense.
Remember to think about the auxiliary verb and the
past participle.

Pendant les vacances aaolit, Jean-Luc a passé

(passer) ses vacances avec ses parents et son frére,

4 Londres en Angleterrs; ils 1............... (vavager)

en avion et, aprés leur arrivée, lls 2...............

(trouver) un petit hotel dans les faubourgs de la cité.
Le premier jour, tout le monde 3............... (visiter)
labbaye de Westminster, le palais de Buckingham et
la rue d'Oxford. Le deuxiéme jour, au petit déjsuner,
Jean-Luc 4. {veir) une olle petite anglaise
qui s'appelalt Juliet, assise 4 cdté de leur table, avec
sa famille. Jean-luc 5............... (vouicl) parler
avec elle. Mais hélas, il ne parlalt pas anglals et la’
petite anglalse ne parlait vas frangals. Pendant la
semaing, il 6.0 (acheter) un dictionnalre
et il 7. {pouvoir) lul parler un peu. lls
& ............ {devenir) amis et, avant de partir, lls

. {dchariger) leurs adresses e-mail. Une
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