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Agenda

Welcome

• CORE Updates; Science/English/Maths

• Post 16

• Exam Prep Tips for Parents

• Interventions

• Q&A



ABOUT US
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Welcome

Intro - HoY – Ms Diprose
Science – Ms Thompson
English– Ms Kossifos
Maths – Mr Rayner
Post 16 – Ms Diprose 
on behalf of careers
Revision – Ms Diprose
Interventions – Ms O’Malley
Q&A
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SCIENCE PATHWAYS
Exam board: AQA

Two courses:

1. Triple Science – 3 GCSEs - given one grade per Science
       Eg. Biology 8, Chemistry 6, Physics 7

2.    Combined Science – 2 GCSEs – higher or foundation tier – given two          
grades

       Eg. Combined Science 4-4, Combined Science 7-7, Combined Science 
6-5



SCIENCE TIERS

• Higher tier = 9-4                    
(with an 'allowed' 4-3 
on combined)

• Foundation tier – 5-1

• A grade 5 is a strong 
pass and a grade 4 is 
a standard pass 
regardless of the tier

Strong pass

Standard pass



Plus P8 – Space – triple 
only

• All students sit 6 
exams.

• Each Combined 
Science exam is 1 h 15 
mins.

• Each Triple Science 
exam is 1 h 45 mins.



MOCK EXAMS



SCIENCE HOME LEARNING

• Science home learning will focus 
on preparing for the mocks.

• For combined foundation 
students, Sparx Science will be 
set every Monday.

• For combined Higher students, 
exam questions will be set every 
Monday

• Triple students will be set a 
blend of exam questions and 
Sparx Science 



PAST PAPERS
• Once you know the content, the best way 

to revise is to practise past papers.

• Past papers can be collected from the 
Science Workroom (on the top floor).

Intervention
• Intervention will take place on Tuesday after 

school in E22.

• Everyone is welcome.

• You can go over any topics you find difficult 
or work through a paper with a teacher.



REVISION GUIDES

• Revision guides are available to purchase on parent 
pay.

• Students can then collect it after school

https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uni
form/Default.aspx?shopid=416

https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=416
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=416


USEFUL WEBSITES

1 - BBC Bitesize
Topic summaries, quizzes and sample questions

2 - Cognito Science Website
Lessons, quizzes, flashcards and exam papers

3 – Free Science Lessons 
Short lessons on every topic

4 - Educake
Quizzes

These links will be posted on classcharts for each class so that they are directed to the correct course / 
tier.





THE SNS WEBSITE- CURRICULUM MAPS AND 
REVISION SUPPORT



GCSE English Language 
and English Literature

• 2 separate GCSEs
• Exam board – AQA
• Un-tiered exam



English Language – Two exams
Paper 1:
• Reading and writing fiction 

texts
• Students read one fiction text 

and then answer questions on 
language and structure

• Own creative/descriptive 
writing

Paper 2:
• Reading and writing non-

fiction texts
• Students read a modern and 

19th century non-fiction text 
and make comparisons

• Own non-fiction writing 
expressing a point of view



English Literature – Two exams

Paper 1: Paper 2:



Yr11 – Terms for English mock exams (specific 
dates will be shared well in advance)

Autumn 2:
• English Language Paper 2 – Monday 17th November
• English Literature Paper 2 – Monday 24th November

Spring 2:
• English Language Paper 1 – TBC (March)
• English Literature Paper 1 – TBC (March)









H/W & Assessments

• Individual teachers will set weekly H/W according to 
the work being covered in their lessons. It is very 
important that your child completes this.

• Students will complete two timed pieces of writing 
every half term. This will be marked by their teacher 
and there will be thorough feedback lessons.



What can you do to help?
• Ensure your child is doing their weekly homework to the best of their 

ability.
• Talk to your child about the books that they will be examined on 

(Jekyll & Hyde, Macbeth, An Inspector Calls). Asking questions like: 
can you tell me about the plot? Why did the writer write it? Do you 
like it?

• Encourage them to read for pleasure and/or read the 
newspaper/magazines. 
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SUPPORT FOR YEAR 11 PUPILS 

• Fortnightly past paper as homework

• Sparx Maths – fortnightly homework and opportunity for independent 
learning

• Fortnightly in lesson quiz for retrieval practise/revision

• Extra past papers from the Maths Office for pupils that want them for 
independent revision/practise



GCSE – SUMMER 2026

Paper 1 Paper 2 Paper 3
Non Calculator Calculator Calculator

All papers are 90 minutes

Exam board - Edexcel

Papers can contain questions from any topic in maths

There are two tiers - Foundation/Higher



SCIENTIFIC CALCULATORS



DATES FOR MOCK EXAMS

23rd October 2025 (1 paper – non calc)

December mocks 2025 (2 papers)

10th February 2026 ( 1 paper – non calc)

 3rd and 17th March 2026 (2 papers)



ADDITIONAL SUPPORT – ALL AVAILABLE THROUGH 
SCHOOL WEBSITE



• Cardinal Pole Catholic School sixth form. Arrange a visit on their website. Deadline to Apply: TBC
Cardinal Pole offers A Levels and level 3 BTECS
• Clapton Girls’ Academy sixth form. Virtual Open Evening on their website. Deadline to Apply: TBC
Clapton Girls’ Academy Sixth Form offers A Levels and level 3 BTECs
• Haggerston School sixth form.  Arrange a visit on their website. Deadline to Apply: TBC
Haggerston School sixth form offers A Levels and level 3 BTECs
• Mossbourne sixth form.  Arrange a visit on their website. Deadline to Apply: TBC
Mossbourne sixth form offers A Levels
• Our Lady’s High School sixth form. Arrange a visit on their website.
Our Lady’s High School Sixth Form, a Catholic school, offers A Levels and level 3 BTECs
• Skinners' Academy sixth form. Virtual Open Evening on their website. 
Skinners’ Academy Sixth Form offers A Levels and level 3 BTECs
• Stoke Newington School and Sixth Form – Open Evening. Deadline to Apply: TBC
Stoke Newington School Sixth Form offers A Levels and level 3 BTECs
• The Bridge Academy sixth form. Arrange a visit on their website.
The Bridge Academy Sixth Form offers A Levels and level 3 BTECs
• The City Academy, Hackney sixth form. Arrange a visit on their website. Deadline to Apply: TBC
The City Academy Sixth Form offers A Levels and level 3 BTECs
• The Petchey Academy sixth form. Arrange a visit on their website. Deadline to Apply: TBC
The Petchey Academy Sixth Form offers A Levels, and BTECs
• The Urswick School sixth form. Arrange a visit on their website. Deadline to Apply: TBC
The Urswick School Sixth Form, a Church of England school, offers A Levels and level 3 BTECs
• City of London Academy Shoreditch Park sixth form. Arrange a visit on their website.
City of London Academy, Shoreditch Park Sixth Form offers A Levels

Open Days for Sixth forms in Hackney schools & Academies



Colleges offering further education in BSix Sixth 
Form College 16-19 provision
New City College (Hackney Campus) offers 
academic and vocational study programmes for 
learners aged 16 - 19. This includes Level 4 
qualifications and Supported Internships for High 
Needs students.

New City College (Hackney Campus) 16-19 
provision
New City College (Hoxton Campus) offers a range 
of subjects for students aged 16+ looking to study 
A Level, BTEC and vocational courses. They also 
offer apprenticeships

Further education colleges in Hackney



What do colleges look for in applications?

• What the student is currently 
studying

• Any clubs they are members of
• Enrichments that they took part in
• Include any work experience 
• Why they want to study the course 

they are applying for?
• Transferable skills
• Examples using STAR method
• Future career aspirations
• Make sure there are no spelling 

mistakes
• Write using paragraphs



• If your child does not secure their place on results day, Sixth 
Forms and Colleges will have walk-in enrolment days where 
students can enrol

•  Students can retake their Maths and/or English Language GCSE 
whilst studying T Levels, A Levels or BTECs – dependant on the 
education provider

• Capital City College Group colleges and New City College allow 
students to retake their Maths and English GCSE

What happens if students don’t get the grades?

For information and advice to understand Post-16 options, please click here.

https://aspire.upreach.org.uk/
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INTERVENTIONS
MS O’MALLEY
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Q&A



SUMMARY
Thanks everyone

• THANK YOU

• WE ARE IN THIS TOGETHER

• ‘alone we can do so little, 
together we can do so much’

Helen Keller
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